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EVER MADE TO QUALITY CO MIC GROUP REA DERS! 



Herc'i real fun for lummcr; See 
lux away. Bring* far off people, 
airplane*, birds, tignt, homes, 
livestock, etc., into sharp, clear, 
easy vision- Enjoy ball games, 
races, fights, more than you dreamed 
possible. Mail coupon today while 
SPECIAL OFFER supply lasts. 



T.> 



;m 



r.>-j 



<i/'i 



: 



m 



\\ 



Sent To You Practically 
ON APPROVAL 

We want you to see this sensational telescope, 

to use it, to carry it with you in the military 

shoulder carrying case. That's why we say 

mail the coupon now. Then, if a 10-day trial iVy 

doesn't convince you this is the greatest offer 

ever, if you can bear to part with your tele* 

scope, return it and you won't be out a penny. 

But the trial supply is limited. You must act 

now Mnil the coupon today, sure. 

Why We Make This Really 
AMAZING OFFER 

This telescope is for men, women and children. It is 
made with genuine ground and polished glass lenses, and 
is a real 5-power telescope. It makes far off objects ap- 
pear 5 times bigger than they actually are. If you want 
one, you'll have to hurry and get your order in, because 
this is a close-out offer and, when supplies are gone, there 
will be no more. 

TEST 10 DAYS AT OUR RISK 

Send no money. Mail coupon today. When your telescope, 
military carrying case with shoulder straps and free air- 
plane spotter's' guide arrives, deposit only $1.49 plus C. O. D. 
postage through postman- Do this on the positive guarantee 
you can return your purchase in 10 days and get your money 
bock for the asking. Don't wait. Mail coupon today. 

MILLER TELESCOPE COMPANY 

225 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1, III. 
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TELESCOPE 

IN A BRAND NEW 



COMBINATION OFFER 

With a Life Service Military Carrying Case 

At A Price So Low 
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It's Almost A Gift 
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If you don't have a fine tele- 
scope or pair of field glaisei 
now, here's your chance to 
get in on one of the biggest 
value offers we've ever made 
to you readers. But you 
must act today. Mail the 
coupon. 
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is very attractive 
and is waterproof. 
arid priKif a tut oil 
proof, $n It m ill 

Kite your telesiHiiK 

ex* client pmter* 






- ?*fks 






'I!!, 



"> 



5» 



sift 



■*<^ 



k 



¥ 



^i* 



IL 



m\.& 



fj 



S PorrER^2^ 

W lplfl» J a J?„ ,«<lv« <T« *** iw. «*« 



ASAs^i-: 





MAIL THIS 10-DAY TRIAL COUPON 

Miller Telescope Co., Dopt. A-718 
225 No. Michigan Ave.. Chicago 1, III. 

Send 5-POWER TBLKKCOPK. CARRYING CASK with Shoulder simps 
.iii.i ire* airplane spoiler's eulile. I'M pay posinun Jl.-IB plus G. 0. '>- 
("i-i.i/.- on KU8r»ntec I can return purchaxi: in 10 diys (or full refuml. 
(Send Jl.B with order «nd Miller pays posunej 
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ADDRESS 



CITY - * •* r • * • * » • f • • ^ * * • • ■ • - » * • 

SPECIAL GIFT OFFER: These Telescope* 
f«r service men, Hoy SroUU. ele..If you "am 

put X here ( * 
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CAW YOU SEAT THAT ?.'.' DAVE 
CLARK SAID HE'D GET HIRAM 
THE HERMIT ONTO HIS "ECCENTRIC 
CHARACTERS" RADIO PROGRAM 
AND DANGED IF HE HASN'T 



DONE? it/ 



,_.. WHOS 

I?/ HIRAM THE 
r "" A HERMIT7 
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SMASH COMICS 

GABBY, SOMETIMES I THINK YOUfcE 
ISNORANT.' HIRAM /S THE MOST 
FAMOUS HERMIT IN THE WORLD.' - 
HE LIVES ALL ALONE /N THE M 
MOJAVE DESERT AND >— -r^*. - 

VERY FEW PEOPLE w^C79H N P£i 

M ' "* ""* AN APARTMENT 

THE C/TY7, 



raw, 
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YEP... DAVE COT H/W TO 
APPEAL ON H/5 PROGRAM, AND 
. HE'S BRINGING THE DIAMOND.., 
/ AND HIS PET COYOTE, OSCAR J , 

OSCAR IS SUPPOSED TO BE /WHERE 
THE MOST INTELLIGENT ^/DO YOU 
ANIMAL IN THE *^—-*^ GET THAT. 

world/ J77A stuff: I'm 

' ' PRETTY SMART. 
AINT 17 
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AND THAT ISN'T All! \\ 
THEY SAY WHEN HIRAM 
THE HERMIT WAS A J 

YOUNG FELLOW, HE < 

FOUND THE BIGGEST > 

DIAMOND IN THE WORLD.' 

THAT'S WHY HE MOVED J 

, OUT TO THE DESERT- \ 

SO N03ODY COULD FIND 

THEDLAMOND AND mi . 

gTEAL IT FROM HIM 1 . 
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1 HEARD THAT LAST 
REMARK J HOW ABOUT 

HOT^OOT WHEN IT 

COMES TO „ 
INTELLIGENCE? 
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BAH/ 

THAT FLEA 

BAG.' 
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BEAT IT, BEFORE 

_ I MAKE ■ 
BEARBURGERS 

OF YOU J 
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. AHEM... I READ ABOUT 
DAVE'S PROGRAM! OF COURSE. 

HIRAM THE HERMIT WILL NEED 

A CRACK DETECTIVE AROUND 
TO PROTECT THAT DIAMOND/ 
I'LL BE THERE.' 



iSs^ 



■:-»:i 



Y< 



. * :*' 



if 



*«* 



AS/F 

ANYBODY EVER 

EXPECTED TO 

LOSS YOL/i 
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AS FOZ COVOTES,,, WELL, SIR ■■ I 
(5UESS 1 KNOW MORB ABOUT 
COYOTES THAN ANY OTHER 

" MAN ALIVE.' , 

YEAH.' YOU 
OUGHT TO.' YOU'VE 
GOT A LOT IN COMMON 
WITH THEM .' " 
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C'MON, GABBVJ 
LISTENING TO THAT 
WINDBAG WILL MAKE 

US LATE FOR THE 
PROGRAM! 



[eanwhile, Pave Clark : .drxves Hiram M 
railroad termma] -to the radiostaUonZ 
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DOES OSCAR 
HOWL Ll^f THAT 
VERYOFTTN'' 



1 



C\ 






YUP! 
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IT ALIGHT 0E HARD 



fcEkf!! WHAT \S° UW0S LlkE W TO FIND HOTEL QUARTERS 



IS THAT SOUND? THE CALL 
IT GIVES M. ) OF THE 
THE CREEPS! /WILD -OR 

WORSE/ 



FOR YOU IP OSCAR 

KEBPS HOWLING 
UKB THAT' 



HUHl 

Sleep on 
the ground.' 

LltfE IT! 



UH ... YES, OF COURSE! WHAT 
DO YOU THIN* OF THE 
C/TY, HIRAM 7 
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ladies and gentlemen... this is 
dave clark, bringing you, tonight 
one of the world's most spectacular 
Characters ... hiram the hermit... and 
with him he brings his pet coyote 
and the famous w/ram-the- 
wermit diamond.' 
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, PEOPLE SAY THAT OSCAR 
THE COYOTE'S /NTELLlGENCE 

ISALA&T HUMAN! ..UNDBttSTANPS 
G.V&STHING YOU SAY TO HWM.' 
/S THAT SO 7 



YUPi 



/ 



SUPPOSE YOU TELL 
OSCAR TO DO 
, SOMETHING AND 
SHOW OUR AUDIENCE 

HOW HE 
RESPONDS/ 

WHY? 
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ANVWAY, FOLkfS, HERE'S OSCAR 
NEAR THE MICROPHONE. NOW.,. 
I'M GOING TO TELL HIM TO 
DO SOMETHING.' NOW, 
OSCAR- 



PHOOEYi 



I 



WELL, YOU 
SEE, WE'RE 
SUPPOSED 

TO— 
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miMb&o? 



W\ 



WHAT >IA/ I 
(50IN£5 TO DO 7 
THIS GuY'S 
DRIVING ME 
NUTS! 



vt 



Wt*< 



r 



I f'k 



*■* 



I 



' 



'J* 







c 



• 






V 



% 



**«*£, 



r 













SMASH COMIC 




*3%e radio avdience 
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TOIN THAT RADIO OFF 1 
IT REMINDS ME OF TH' NOlSE 

WlLJjE TH' WEASEL MADE 

WHEN WE KNOCKED 

HIM OFF J 



OHH-Hl WHAT A PROGRAM.' 
BUT I'LL 5AVE JT YET.' 
WAlT'LL HIRAM SHOWS 
THAT DIAMOND.' 



SHHH! 



i^Jl 
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NOW, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
HIRAM THE HERMIT IS GOING 
TO SHOW YOU HIS FABULOUS 



DIAMOND.' 



■•••• PSST-" GO ON.' 



CAN'T! 



CAN'T? J J BUT YOU 

BROUGHT IT WITH 

YOU,. D/DN'T 

you 7 



yup.' 
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THEN WHY CAN'T YOU 
SHOW IT TO US? WHAT 
HAPPENED TO IT? 



stolen: 



m 



COMB ON, HIRAMl 
m /MUST DO SOMETHING.' 
I'LL GET A 
D£TECTIVe.' 
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STOLEN.' WHO 

STOLE ITT WHEN? r YU p/ Mi 



WHERE? 






DUN NO.'... 
WHEN WE CAME 
IN THIS HVAPt 
PLACE/ ... LIL' 
WHILE AGO/ 



FINISH THE PROGRAM WITH SOME 
J/Vf RECORDINGS', CHIEF.' THE 
HIRAM-THE-HERMIT DIAMONDS 
BEEN STOLEN.' 
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nd, "by fhe time Hiram 
emerges from the studio, 
P ave has become MW mGUTJ 

HELLO, HieAM.' DAVE 
CLARK TOLD ME YOU NEEDED 

SOWE HELP RECOVERING A 

STOLEN DIAMOND/ I'M 
MIDNIGHT, THE p _-— ™ ut>0ilM , 

detective! Jafiuiil HOWDY.' 



NOW, WHEN YOU CAME IN 
YOU HAD THE DIAMOND. 



WHERE WAS IT? 



IN 
M' PACK 
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(r> 



AND NOW IT'S GONE 1 . 
HOW DID YOU NOTICE 

TERBACCER/ 
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AND AFTER FINDING THE 
DIAMOND GONE, HE WENT 
RIGHT ON THE PROGRAM 

WITHOUT BATTING 

AN EYE.' 
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DID YOU HEAR THAT? ,.. TH' 
HIRAM-TH'-HERMIT DIAMOND'S 
BEEN SWIPED! BGT JT WAS 
THE GROVER MOB! WE CAN 
KNOCK THEM OVER EASy 



AND GET TH' ICE 
OURSELVES/ 



1 



if 



md. in -another 

•- ■•■•■•■ —■---•—-■■■■:■• ■■■■•-■••••■■v-x- 

SOUNDS TO ME LIKE TH' NOLAN 
MOB'S WORKl THEY AIN'T SETTIN' 
TH' JUMP ON US W/TH A ROCK l\KZ 
THAT/LET5 SET 
AFTBR THEM J 
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IT SURELY LOOKS 

AS IP HE'S 
HOT ON, THE 
TRAIL.' 



YOU CAN'T 

FOOL A . 
COYOTE! 



SO- 
YOU'RE 
THE" 

CROOki.' 
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EEE-AHHHi A WOLF-' 

A COYOTE.' WHAT IS 
! H&? GET H7W OUT OF 

HERE.' I'M SICK 
ENOUGH WITHOUT 

SEEING THINGS 
LI Kg THAT/ 



^ » 



rrs no use stalling.' 

OSCAR IS A TRAINED 
COYOTE AND HE WOULDN'T 
HAVE LEP US HERE IF . ^ 
YOU WERENT GUILTY! [AREVOU 
WHERE'S THE ^/.CRAT/7 
DIAMONDI J I'VE SEEN 

/N BED FOR 
A WEEK.' 
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HE WON'T MIS! 
THIS TIME.' 



* • 
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PUCK.' « YOU'LL , 
ALL BE SHOT/ 



«J& 
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fiiilSiJIn mcib and M 

(Stover mob come to g 
over fee •fabulous diamoj 



* * * 



THOUGHT 
YOU'P PULL A 

FAST ONE,, 

EH, GROWER f. 



FUNNY.' ... WE 
WU7. JUST 
THINKIN' TH' 
SAM6 THINS/ 



PAT 



ft** 



f/ 
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Hey/ you cant 

VO THAT IN THIS 
TOWNJ ... /T/SNT 
LEGAL TO TAKE 

RDT SHOTS AT 
RANDOM ! 
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WAND IT OYER, 
DIRTY , 
JOHN/ 



RECKON 
I'LL HAVE 
1BR! 



BEEN TRYIN' TER STEAL IT 
FROM YER FER TWENTY YEARS, 
HIRAM, BUT COULD NEVER GIT 
CLOSE" ENOUGH TO YER PLACE.' 
WHEN I HEARD YOU Wul A 
COMIN' HERE. I FOLLOWED 
YER AN' TCJDK /T WHEN 



->m 
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'•d 11 all 



m 



YER WASN'T LOOKlW. 
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HEY/ THAT ISN'T A 
DIAMOND.' /T'SJU! 

A Piece of 

CRYSTAL .' 



And Everybody t their own idea! 
thought it was jit's just purtv/ 



THE MOST 
FABULOUS 

S' PURTV l I DIAMOND IN , 



PAPERS MADE UP ALL 
THEM STORIES/ I 
NEVER TOLD 'EM 
NOTH IN'/ 
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OHHH-H-H-- 

KJQrtPS 



WHAT DID YOU 
EXPECT FROM 
A COYOTE, 
VA ID J IT i 
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AND OSCAR. ..HE DIDN'T 

EVEN STOP WHEN HE SAW 

DIRTY JOHN.' HE NEVER 

EVEN HAD THE SCENT.' HE 
WAS AFTER BALONEY, 
FIRST -AND NOW 
A BONE.' 

RECKON/ 
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OUR NEW PROGRAM BEGINS 
TODAY... IT'S ENTITLED , 
"ORDINARY CHARACTERS"! 
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_ ,_ ..^ ORDINARY 

jsrecmei follow him in svbxy 

ISSUe OF SMASH COMICS' 



SMASH COMICS 









M^ 






U 



tm 












\tu'»<****»*wftnmmtui*tu:tuuuiiMt 



fTAis ambitious young policeman 

y was assigned to the 'Rodeo when 

it came to town J .- little did Ue 
tki*k that it would lead to a 
Search for gold and a skirmish, 
mtk two relentless criminals j '.,. 

-Jfcad ike story of OLD JIM, &e 

prospector... and Rookie tonkin's 
perilous plight in his effort 
to retrieve tne miners gold: ... 
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/I've JUST NOW 
(COMB prom the 

STABLES ... 7W£ 
> HOUSES AND 
f MSN ARE 

BEDDED DOWN 

FOR THE 
NIGHT.' 



YEW.. 

Twey 

TURN 

IN , 
EARLY.' 



ROOKIE. ..THIS IS 

OLD JIM! HE'S TH' 

PROSPECTIN'EST /n , 

OLD COOT IN y PROSPECTOR , 

TH' IDAHO m EW7 ...ANY 
HILLS! y^S LUCK 7 
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WE GOTTA \ TAKE IT 

GET THAT MAP \ £ ASY .' .. 

AN' SCRAM B£POR£ THE COPS 
THEY CATCH UP / THINK 
WITH US .' y WE'VE BEAT 

IT.' - WE'LL 
km: — ^ STICK AROUND 

WERE WHILE 
fcj ' fl^PT THEY SCOUff 

■■r / THE REST OF 
THE COUNTRY. 



THIS IS 



-:■:■•.. 



IDAHO W/LL 



A GOOD PLACE J gg BETTEff / 



TO LAY 
LOW/ 



THE LAW WON'T 
CATCH UP WITH 
US THERE, 
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MY GOLD.. 
MY WAP... ALL 

I HAD IN 

THE WORLD/ 



CH££R UP, 

,JIM/ THERE'S 
MOQE WHERE 

THAT CAME 
FROM. / 
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I'M SORRY 
ABOUT ALL 
THIS, 
ROOKIE-' 



DON'T 

MENTION 

IT.' 



GMNPPAPPY! 
-LOOK.' SEE 
WHAT I 

BROUGHT 

YOU/ 



V;" 



,J i 



YOU SEE, 
JIM'S OLD, SO 

WE JUST BRING 

HIM ALONG WITH 

THE SHOW SO WE 

CAN LOOK AFTER 

HIM.' 
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iBOUT 
THAT, 



w 



HERE'S TW 
BIGGEST NU5SET 

i -for yo^, 

ROOKIE.' 



NO THANKS, 

OLD PAL .' 

IT'S ALL IN 

THE LINE 
OP DUTY/ 
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the POOR 

olp gent looked 
for gold all wis 
life.' last summer, 
twe boys cooked 
up a plot... plantep 

phoney nug6ets 

Around, and 

thought we'. 

pound (sold 

AT LAST.' 



VOU 
MEAN — ? 
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he"ll never 

get back there 

to open the mine [ ... 

BUT IJM SORRY you RISKED 
VOUR LIFE FOR A 

OF WORTHLESS 



BAG 



' * . 



GOLP/ 
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NOT "WORTHLESS/' 
BOOTS/ ... IT'S THE REAL 
STUFF TO GRANDPAPPYi 
IT JU5T GOBS TO SHOW 
HOW LITTLE IT TAKES 
TO /HAKE PEOPLE 
HAPPY! 
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YOU ARE 
GOING TO KILL 

7\\em , BLACK X 1 

... BUT THEY ARE 

ALREADY 

DEAD/ At/ 

m Ml 

m k ^» I ■ I _r^ 

IT! 
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SIR, I WAS 
SENT WERE FOR 
SPECIAL ORPBRS! 



SIT DOWN. 

SLACK X7 «. 
HERE'S A JOB 
WHICH WILL BAFFLE 
BV9N VOU.' 



wntw't' 
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7j ONE-HAND ACE OF ALLIED SPY 
jff SERVICES, BLACK X DRAGS 
THE WAR SECRETS OF THE ENEMY FROM 
THE VERY HEART OF THEIR STRONGHOLDS.' 
... BUT STRANGEST STORV OF ALL H/S 
ADVENTURE TRAIL IS THAT OF THE . m 
FORT ON (5LOOW ISLAND, AND 

CThs Gmzkison 
of Ghouls' 



* 
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WE'RE PUSHING Xl THINK 
THE JAPS BACK FROM \ I KNOW 
THEIR ISLAND POSITIONS THE PLACE! 
- BUT //fiBF'S ONE /THE SEA 
SPOT THEY'RE 

pereRM/NED 

TO HOLP.' 



AROUND 

THERE IS 

FULL OF 
/MAGNETIC 



MINES 



AND THE SKY 

OVERHEAD 

, IS FULL OF 

'JAP PLANES '. 

NO BATTLE 
FORCE CAN 

COME, 

WEAR .' 



BUT PERHAPS 
ON£ /MAN CAN .' 
AND I'LL TRY 
TO BE THE 
MAN, SlRl 
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SMASH COMICS 



1ND SO, AT NIGHT A SPEED BOAT WITH 
*V MUFFLED ENGINES STEALS ACROSS THE 
CONTESTED WATERS OF THE OCEAN!... 



OlOOM ISLAND, 

SAHIB! ■- NO 
CLOSER IN THIS 
BOAT! MET Al. 

WILL. SET OFF 

MAGNETIC 

MINES! 



THAT'S WHY I'M 
GOING OH IN THIS 
KAYAK, BATU! ONLY 

WOOP AND CANVAS.' 

I'M NOT EVEN 
CARRYING A GUN 

TO SET OFF ANY 



FIREWORKS, 

m 
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- , EVEN THIS OFFICER, 
! / WHO MUST BE IN COMMAND- 
ABSOLUTELY SENSELESS/ 
NONE OF THEM CAN 
BE AWAKENED/ 



r > 






I * 



NOT 
QUITE 
CORRECT, , 
INTRUDER.' 



I AM KITSUNGl- 
GREAT SOUL DOCTOR! 

Alt MY MEN THCV 
RISE IP I SNAP 
FINGER.' YESS-S.' 



DON'T SNAP 

THEM THEN, 

OR — 
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THE GUARD'S STILL ASLEEP.' \ 
I'LL HAVE TO FIND OUT \ 
WHY -BUT, FIRST I'LL J 
SETTLE WITH THAT £ 

GRINNING SWINE WHO 
DROPPED ME INTO 
THE TRAP.' 
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AH...YESS-S? 

BUT YOU BRING 

NO WEAPON .' 

CVEN LITTLE. 
^ETAL WOULD 
HAVE EXPLODE 
MAGNETIC 
yWINES.'.,. . 
SO SQP.RV } , 
VOU .' 

Vf 



My 

FISTS 

ARE 
WEAPONS 
ENOUGH/ 
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UAH.' VOU CLEVER.' 

GET IN FORTRESS 

AND ALSO BREAK 

FRO/W CELL.'... 

BUT I, KITSUNE, 

MUCH MORS 
CLEVER.' 
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•UT KITSUNE 

DRAWS BACK*, 
AND SHOUTS 

A COMMAND 

TO HIS 
MSN.' 






arise/ 

DISPOSE 

THIS 
AAEDDLER.' 



VOU'LL HAVE TO BE CLEVER 
INDEED/ TO SIDESTEP 
A RECKONING H 

And NOW! 
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WHAT- 77 

IT'S LIKE 
HITTING 

IVDOD/ 
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[T\NO BLACK X LOWEBS HIS HEAD... 
*V DROPS HIS SWORD.' . ■ . 

as vou \mv hypnotic spell 

SAY... I OBEY \ CHANGE YOU FROM 
YOUR ORPERS / ENEMY JAPAN TO 



ONLY.' 



FRIEND. 



SHOW /MS 
YOUR WILL.' 
I W/LL 
DO IT.' 
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men! rise/ 
salute you NEW 

COMMANDER.' 
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YOU 
KILLED 
LEADER 
MY TROOPS / 
... YOU NOW 
TAKE HIS 
PLACE..' 
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master op 
hypnotism! here 
i experiment with 

but battalion.' my 

methods nearly 
perfect.' next 
i hypnotize a 

WHOLE ARMY/ 



But 

FOR 
WHAT 
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we MUST CHECKT ALLIED 
ATTACK.' TURN ITTO' 
DEFEAT.' OUR MEN NEED 

MORE THAN HUMAN 
C0UPA6E! MUST THINK 
NOTHING OF DEATH.' 
HYPNOTIZED, THEY WILL 
NEVER RETREAT- NEVER 
QUIT FIGHT/ 



3UT/UV 
PART? ... 
WHAT 
IS IT? 



YOU DRILL THEM/ 
TEACH OBEY YOU 
COM/WAND.' YOU 
LEAD THEM WHEN 
BATTLE COME.' 
HA-HA.' YESS-Sl 
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FALL IN/. 
RIGHT 



#r 



GOOD/ ... THEY 
DO YOU BIOP/NG 
W£U"„' ANOTHCR, 
^ BLOW TO ALUESJ- 
WWEN IVH/TE MAN 
IBAD MV FORCES 
AGAINST THBy/M 
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DOUBLE. 
TIMS! 

run! 
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MOMENT LATER, ALL THE MEN OP THE 

HYPNOTIZED BATTALION PLUNGE TO 

THEIR DeATHJ 
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THEY ' 
GONE!! 

SOMETHING 
WENT 



WRONG: 
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HO.' IT WENT 
RIGHT! WHEN I 

saw you WERE A 

HYPNOTIST, I PUT 

AtYSELP ON GUARD.' 

NOBODY CAN 3E 
HYPNOTIZED IF HE 

SETS HIS MIND 
AGA INST IT! 



I PRETENDED TO- 
BE SPELLBOUND — 
TO FIND OUT WHAT 
VOU WERE DOING 
HERE ! IT WORKED 
BETTER THAN 
I HOPED! 



YOU MIGHT AS 
WELL JUMP DOWN 
THERE YOURSELF! 
THE JAPANESE HIGH 
COMMAND DOESN'T 

LIKE FAILURES! 



YESS-S/ 
MY EXPERIMENT 
FINISH .' 

ARE I-- 
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THEN I 
WIN --AFTER 
ALL.' 



UN 



Hi 












**• 



>."* 



THAT COMPARTMENT 
IS FULL EXPLOSIVES/ 

THIS FORT GOING 
BLOW UP -WITH 
BOTH US J 

vess-s: 



DON'T COUNT 
ON THAT, 



filTHEK J 



/ 



A\ 



It 



A 



IV; '\fl 






WHAT 

you 

DO? 
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I'M LEAVING THE \ BUT I 

FIRE.' ,» GOING TO J NO CAN 

GET INTO THE X SWIM. 
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LEARN, 

KJTSV.' 



CRASHING FLAME 
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GOODBYE, klTSUNE.' 
THERE'S ROOM IN THE 
SEA FOR PLENTy OF 
OTHER OEVILS 
t/KE YOU.' 
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SAHIB.'... 
WHAT OF 

THAT 
MYSTERIOUS 

FORT? 
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FORGET ABOUT 

IT, BATU.'.« 

THE FORT 
DOESN'T 
EXIST.' 



>&*. .- 



ojLACK X APPEARS IN AN EXCITING 
ESPIONAGE THRILLER IN THE NEXT ISSUE 

orMMUMtiftl comics/ 
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THE "DEFECTIVE DETECTIVE... 






FOR THE LEST 
TIME I'M ESklNS 

you : STOP „ 

ROBBING ^3uthow 



7/ 



ME// 



ra//i 



Gonna 
Keep ;n 

WRESTLING 

FORM 

WITHOUT A 
DAILY 

BUS-OOWN? 
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nrjUBBER-HARVEST TIME IN BRAZIL //EVERYWHERE FETES AND FIESTAS CELEBRATE A GREAT 

UJ NATIONS CONTRIBUTION TO THE RUBBER NEEDS ?f THE AmES ^S GOOD WILL 
WbASSADOR TO THE POLISH GOVERNMENT IN EXILE .BARON POVALSK J V ^TS |UCH A 
CELEBRATION.. IN TIME TO MEET THE FLESH -EATING HORROR OF AXIS SABOTAGE 
AND TO BECOME ONCE MORE.THAT TERRIFYING FIGURE OF DESTRUCTION 

THE MARKSMAN/// 
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|0bAGUA,8RA2IL. WHERE A FESjMECRawDA/yArTSTO 



T 



WELCOMETHEFtl 
HARVEST PROM 




OF THE SEASON'S RUBBER: 
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SH BARON POVALSKl, 

A.HlSPlPiNCEE.'/ 
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BARON. IT IS GOOD OF THE 
POUSH GOVERNMENT 
IM EXILE TO SEND 
VOU TO OUR 
POOR FIESTA // 
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WE ARE 
HONORED, 
SEWHOR 
MWKO80L 
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THE FIRST BOAT- LOAD 
OF RUBBER SHOULD BE HERE / 
MY FOREMAN. PEDRO SANTO 
TOOK THE LAUNCH UP FOR 
IT MANY HOURS AGO / 



III 



ISN'T THAT 
THE LOAD 
COMING 
NOW? 



'SI / AND THE A HE MUST 
BOAT IS I HAVE HAD 



FILLED WITH 

BALLS OF 

LATEX // 



' T* 
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MOTOR 
TROUBLE / 

THE 
LAUNCH IS 

JUST 
DRIFTING / 
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hes so quiet. ^ PET3RO..HE"S ONLY 

' J A SKELETON/ 
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BUT PEDRO WAS ALIVE A V POSITIVE /THOSE V B-BUT THE 
FEW HOURS AGO AND THIS I 60LDTEETH..THE \ RUBBER 13 
SKELETON IS CLEAN A MiSSlNG FINGERS/ \ GONE / 
OF A LL FLESH /ARE IT COULD BE NO ONE THESE ARE 
YOU SURE IT'S J ELSE // EVEN IN / BUT CHUNKS 
PEDRO// £. DEATH HE BROUGHT/ OF WOOD 

THE RUBBER ^/ THINLY 
THROUGH... / COATED WITH 

LATEX //OUR 
RUBBER HAS 
BEEN STOLEN/ 



v 



0tWi!t»; :i 



m m** : 



* iiU*i_ 1 



jdS^PR^^^fH^^H&B j_t^^^BAf^B_ jjiffl.'ti 



wtMlil 






'■^*^ 



K.- 



l r 






?y*j 



:rm 



W//C 






SMASH COMICS 



A LITTLE LATER . IN THE ROOM RESERVED 
FOR BARON POVAL5KI... 



Y- YOU'VE PUT ON \ THAT I'M GOING AFTER THE 
YOUR MARKSMAN -STOLEN RUBBER AND THE 
OUTFIT /THEN / RULERS OF PEDRO SANTO/ 
HATMEANS.. ± YOU'RE RIGHT, ANNA... 





ONLY ENEMY AGENTS WOULD SABOTAGE 
RUBBER PRODUCTION AND FLAUNT THEl 
MURDER SO OPENLY/ THE MARKSMAN' 
ARROWS MUST STRIKE AGAIN / 









AS THE JUNGLE NIGHT CLOSES IN... 



UNLESS MY 

3UNGLE 
CRAFT 

FAILS MEJ 
SHOULD BE 
AT THE 
RUBBER 

PLANTATION 

8EFORE 
DAWN/ 




While back at joagua, as darkness 

hides the city... 







Holiscilll..- 
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MEN HIDING THERE SEIZED J WHA..? SAVAGE CARIB 

. R5H</ THEY'RE ATTACKING 
THE WOUNDED ALLIGATOR , 
STRIPPING HtS BONES// 

THE MOST SAVAGE KILLER- 
FISH KNOWN// 





/THAT'S HOW PEDRO'S SKELETON WAS 
STRIPPED CLEAN SO QUICKLY/ AND MINE 
WOULD BE, TOO, IF I TRIED TO SWIM 

ACROSS// 
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JAPS -AND 
THE STOLEN 

RUBBER ' 



S3 wa 



HONORABLE ITO, WE CAPTURE 
HER AFTER STRANGE MAN 
SHOOT ALLIGATOR WITH 
BOW AND ARROW/ 
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V* NEVER ! 

YOU'LL NEVER 



QUICK. GIRL/ TELL US 

WHERE MARKSMAN MAY 

BE FOUND OR LEARN OUR MAKE ME REVEAL 
EXQUISITE REFINEMENTS] ONE WORD ABOUT 

OF TORTURE// ^-ATHE MARKSMAN.' 



FOOLS / THAT MUST BE THE 
MARKSMAN/ OUR ALLIES 
REPORTED HE WAS IN SOUTH 
AMERICA.'/ WE MUST 
TRAP FOR. HIM .' 



PREPARE 



THE MARKSMAN ? 
HE IS DEATH, 

THAT WHITE 
DEMON// 
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YOU SAW WHAT THE 
CARIBFISHDIDTOTHE 

FOREMAN] WHO DEFIED 
US/.' WILL YOU TALK -OR 
SHALL WE LOWER YOU A 
BIT AT A TIME/ 





Meanwhile... 



ONE SUP AND CM CARIB- 
MEAT...BUT I'VE GOT TO 



MADE IT/ NOW I 
CAN BREATHE AGAIN - 
AND HUNT ANNA'S 

TRAIL// 






IF THIS 
GAMBLE FAILS* 
I'VE DOOMED 
ANNA IDA 
HORRIBLE 








THE MARKSMAN// 

QUICK -LET THE GlRL. 

DROP AMONG THE 
HUNGRY FISH/ 
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YOU 
MURDERING 
BUTCHERS/ 



AIEEE/ KILL 

THE WHITE 

DEVIL / 






STICK AROUND 
SLANT-EYES/ ILL 
BE RIGHT DOWN / 
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ONE 
YOUBE ASKING *S RUSH HIM/ W STEP BACK 
FOR IT, YELLOW- J CROWD HIM ^\ A ^D HE 
BACK // ^1 WTO THE RIVER ) **f f |BLY , 

^WtTH THE WLLER- /ruSMC I ' 
FISH// -^CHARGE/ 



IF 

I TAKE 

THAT 

STEP// 



IMAGINE 

THEIR , 
CHAGRIN/ 
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HE 
TRIPPED 
THEM/ 






*$ "' •' : . 



II 

WE FALL'/ 



\v\ 



KMTS-iTS 
/ HORRIBLE- 
EVEN FOR 
I CJAP5/ I 
VCAMTLOOK// 




FORGIVJE ME FOR GAMBLING 
ON YOUR LIFE DEAR/ 1 SHOT THE 
TOP NEAREST THE EDGE, HOPING 

HIS BLOOD WOULD DRAW THE 
FISH AWAY FROM YOU 
WHEN YOU FELL/ 




Another thrilling marksman 
story iwthe next issue of smash comics 
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A &&HIN& HUT CW 
THE COAfiT. v CX/T- 
WAfiX?L.y INNOCENT 
ENOU&H IN 



*£P s/STT E fi U 
ONUS OUfi 
SEC&&T POLICE CAN 
HANDLE: THE JOLLiTV 
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ACHli VOU ^\ PEECI<_ 

ONO-Y 3UNGlE!\ WE 5HALL 

onl>/ a/v ^ aeveAL 

iNePFIGIENT 
INFE&IOR.1TV 

OR.&A N/X AT/ON V OP OCCI- 

CAM HANDLE J\ DENTAL 

TH/EU^^s^^ m. MIND!',! 
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WHAT'S 

THAT 



PL-eA-ae to not 
it csquii 
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_.«ET ME5SA6E6 

Foa. us OMUfift 
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HeAM2 
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PMECOLO — WHAT A 

TIME TO eTA/zr 
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PHEWUCOMP-I&B NT/ AL 
I DON'T. . . 



THIS /© NC 
TIME TO TALK/ 
THE JAP5 HAVfi 
SONE TO THE JOLLITY 
THEATCE .'( THEV 






THE 



N. 





WHO'S THE 
PIP* SOMEON/ 





WHY CON/IE 
TO N1V 

PRESSJNJ(S? 

fiOOM^ IT'LL 




WE WISH ASSURANCE THAT 
VVff 6ET NAVAL Ih-IROSZ.- 
MATION , 

AND NOT M^ X CANT!'. 

MAX I J THE ME95A6ES 
(if ACLB ALREADV 
'/N THE BALLOONS 






x must <sbt 

THB BALLOONS- 

(SOODNeSS — IS 
TMt& ALL 
THBfcg I© TO 
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gosh, t&u&aH 

SMA.P //VTO /r— 
STA&£ a 




WHAT CO X 

PO MOW 1 X 

THOUGHT 

THEJ2S WRCZ.E 

a *-crr of 








ME65A6ES 

MUST Ncrr 
SET TO 






NJCTT THAT WAV, W HOLM- 

HAVE TO 

PldHT TH£Mf J2.eWff.lTIN/' 

WITH JU- ^THE AsCTV.i 

O.U/NIN/' 
MV SHOW, 
SlSTSR.« 








FOR two days, earth, sea and 
sky had erupted fire and 
death. Manila was a flaming 
shambles. From the smolder lg 
ruins of buildings came the cries 
of the injured people. People 
who, a few days before the Jap 
bombing, had felt secure, as had- 
those others before the attack 
on Pearl Harbor. 

I won't forget that aerial at-» 
tack. -As a news correspondent, 
I was privileged to be present in 
all sectors. It Is only by a mir- 
acle — and because of the bril- 
liant thinking and incomparable 
bravery of a young cavalry 
recruit— that I am here today, 
chronicling those stirring events. 

This is primarily the story of 
that cavalry recruit, Dewey Van 
Winkle — known to his comrades 
as "Drip." He had acquired that 
unflattering moniker by his 
crazy antics. Today the name 
of "Drip" Van Winkle is graven 
deep in the hearts of every mem- 
ber of that company. Van Winkle 
the Drip! Van Winkle the Hero! 

I attached myself to the cav- 
alry about two weeks after things 
began popping in Manila. Horses 
were something new in my rath- 
er varied experience v as a news- 
man. I wanted to see just what 
mounted troops did in action. 

Van Winkle was the young- 
ster in the company. A good 
horseman — but there everything 
ended. Drip was simple not cut 
out for the army. He couldn't — 
or wouldn't — obey instructions. 
He was always in trouble with 
his superior officers for insubor- 
dination. He was full of cock- 
eyed ideas and could be counted 
on to do something screwy in a 
crisis. 

I remember one episode while 
our company was in a hot bat-, 
tie in the big market place. Wp 
had been under heavy fire for 4 
three hours and had lost too 
many men. The Jap infantry 
outnumbered us five to one. They 
were crowding us, fighting in 
the maniacal mannerithey have; 
with no regard for casualties. 
It looked hopeless for us. Then 
• the commanding officer ordered 



a retreat across the market 
square. * 

Van Winkle, true to form, 
twisted completely around in 
his saddle, facing the enemy at 
the rear, and poured automatic 
rifle fire into the Nip ranks. All 
the time he was yelling like an 
Indian. Then his horse suddenly 
reared and pawed the air. Drip 
went over its sleek posterior ai»d 
landed standing up, still firing 
wildly. The comical act saved 
his life. A, burst of machine gun 
slugs ripped through the empty 
saddle and the horse collapsed, 
dead. 

• We lost a third of our men 
in that retreat I acquired a 
memento .of the event myself— 
a bullet hole through the fleshy 
part of my right arm. I typed 
with my left hand for two weeks 
after that. 

We had taken up headquar- 
ters in the empty market stalls 
on the north side of the Square. 
They offered some protection 
from shrapnel. But after an 
hour, half of the buildings fac- 
ing the square were burning 
fiercely. Our ack-ack fire brought 
down a score of enemy Zeros, 
but others kept coming, filling 
the gaps. 

The siege wore itself out to- 
ward nightfall and, under cover 
of darkness, we transferred to 
a sector near the waterfront. 
There was a heavy Jap concen- 
tration in that area and it was 
partly up to us to clean it out. 
We were flanked on two sides 
by the U. S. infantry. 

At midnight the C. O. called 
for three volunteers to sneak 
through the enemy lines and 
blast their ammo dumps. I step- 
ped out and offered my services. 
This was Commando stuff and 
I was here to write true stories 
or action. Right behind me^came 
torip Van Winkle. Two other men 
.followed/ ' 

"Only three meh on this 3ob," 
the C. O. saad. "You, Christian 
(meaning me), you, Akers, and 
---" He paused, looking at Drip. 
"All right, Van Winkle. But re- 
. member yolTre on a mission 
from which .you may never rec- 



tum. See that you obey orders, 
or—" He let it go at that. 

We painted our faces and 
hands with a dark brown stain, f 
to conceal our light skins. Then 
we melted into the night. Single- . 
file, we made for the Jap lines, 
around a bend of the embarca* \ 
dero. I for one was scared. 1 
felt, in effect, the cold blade of 
•a Jap knife in my back, and the 
crushing impact of a bullet. i 

We each had a specific task, 
Akers, in charge, together with 
Drip, were to knock off the sen- " 
tries, while I packed a belt full 
of grenades, to blast the dump. 
I had never tossed a pineapple. \ 
"Pull the pin, count — one— two 
—three— heave!" I kept repeat- 
ing the instructions to myself. 

Akers got the first sentry. 
Drip jumped the second, throt- [ 
tling a Jap yell, but Akers got : 
in the counting trick with ju- 
jitsu. I slipped through the gap 
made by the immobile sentries. 
I wasn't feeling well; ominous 
silence hung everywhere. It was 
too silent. 

Van Winkle was beside me, 
whispering something. I sensed 
the tenseness of him. And then 
he moved quickly. The blinding 
explosion that followed hurled 
me to the ground. Sixty feet to 
our left a machine gun and crew 
shot into the air. 

"You— drip!" I groaned. 4, Now 
you've done it!" 

"Didn't you see?" came back 
Drip's startled whisper. "They 
were all set to cut loose at us. 
They must've heard that sentry 
I tried to knock over. . . . Heave 
them pineapples and let's get 
outa here!" I 

Maybe he was telling the truth. 
Maybe he had cat eyes. It wa* 
a cinch that I hadn't seen any- 
thing. J 

All this speculation and chat* 
ter took much less time than It 
does for you to read it. The nex,t 
thing I knew I was pulling pins, 
counting, and heaving grenades. 
The first two fell short, but the 
flashes of their exploding re- 
vealed us to the Japs. Drip 
shoved me, knocking me fiat, 
just as, a machine gun began 



chattering. Bullets whined over 
my head. Drip was crawling 
away from me, clutching a gren- 
ade I followed hastily. Any mo- 
ment a bomb might fall into our 
midst. 

One did. Just behind me. Its 
blast threw dirt over me and 
something icy stung my thigh. 
Shrapnel! I felt the hot gush of 
blood. 

Drip made the cast that did 
the trick. The munitions dump 
tore apart with a roar that left 
me deaf and shaken. A giant 
wave of wind flattened us both 
I heard screams. Then Drip had 
me by the hand and we were 
sprinting wildly Guns barked 
everywhere. I don't know what 
gods of fortune watched over 
us, but none of those slugs hit 
us. I still say the Nips are lousy 
shots. 

I didn't know which way we 
were going, but Drip seemed to. 
Those cat eyes. ... My leg pain- 
ed terribly and it was getting 
numb Suddenly in the midst of 
my shortening strides I found 
myself running through empty 
space — dark, vacuous space I 
hit the water flat. Drip struck 
right behind me 
' -"Swim!" he panted. "They're 

*lose " 

They werer From' the wharf 
off which we had plunged, red 
tongues of flame stabbed out 

"Dive under ' " Drip gurgled. 

I felt the cold water close ov^r 
my head I also felt the strange, 
jarring impact of bullets rico- 
cheting as they smacked the 
water just above us It was a 
good thing they were firing 

from a flat angle 

I was hobbling around in a 
couple of days, able to go about 
my work Drip had a charmed 
life. I was convinced that he had 
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saved my life more than once 
during that Commando business. 

It was not until three days 
later that I learned the im- 
portance of the cavalry in war 
The Nips had been pouring it 
on. The grapevine told us that 
there was no use trying to hold 
out against such odds; capitula- 
tion was certain Surrender to 
the Japs — ! 

Drip was crazy mad. He swore 
he wouldn't give up. Not if he 
had to carry on a one-man war 
against the enemy! 

This is the last entry in my 
Manila journal. I'll be brief and 
set it down exactly as it happen- 
ed Our cavalry company was 
hemmed in closely in a heavily 
wooded park The enemy was 
using a trench mortar and ev- 
ery so often a .horse and rider 
would simply vanish in' an ear- 
splitting burst Those mortar 
shells are potent. We couldn't 
last long under such a lethal 
bombardment 

Jap flame-throwers began eat- 
ing their way through the trees. 
W£ couldn't see where to fire 
The Japs had us in a tight one, 
all right. They kept closing in, 
narrowing the *ing of death for 

us. There wasn't a chance of 

making a dash for it Our radio 
was smashed If only we could 
contact the infantry a mile 
away but they had no idea 

where we were stationed 

I knew what the C O Jiad in 
mind when he faced us later 
He was going to tell us that ev- 
ery man was on his own; that 
we were forced to surrender* 

"Wait!" cried Drip 'Tve got 
an idea*" He turned and sprint- 
ed into the ruins of the Manila 
Museum at our back A few min- 
utes later a strange apparition 
clanked out and down the stone 



steps. With considerable effort, 
the bizarre apparition mounted 
a horse and said, "I'm gonna 
go get that infantry!" Horse and 
rider were off then, at a dead 
gallop. 

Nobody said anything. Every- 
body knew. We all heard the 
cessation of enemy shooting; the 
Japs must have thought they 
were seeing things. But abrupt- 
ly rifles began roaring We won- 
dered. ... 

Capt. Angus MacCloud of the 
U. S. Infantry is going to finish 
the strange story 

"We saw it coming and we 
• rubbed our eyes. A knight it was! 
A knight in armour of the 16th 
century! He fell off his horse 
before he reached us. It took four- 
men to pick him up, he was so 
heavy in that iron suit. We got 
the breast and back -plates off 
There was *# bullet hole in the 
back-plate, a .50 calibre slug 
made it, and there were plenty 
of other dents from machine 
gun blillets. There was a hole 
in the guy's back, too. just un- 
der the right shoulder blade. . . ." 

That's all there is to the story 
of Cavalry Recruit Drip Van 
Winkle. Well, almost Yes, the in- 
fantry got to us in time 

Six months have passed The 
Japs have Manila, which is sev- 
eral thousand miles away Drip 
is coming oyer tonight We're 
going to do a story together, if 
Drip has time Sure, Drip is go- 
ing back, when his wounds are 
. healed He's going back to drive 
the Japs out of the Philippines 
You see. there is an intense 
family pride in Drip He'll tell 
you, pridefully. that Dewey took 
Manila Bay from the Spaniards 
And he'll tell you too that Ad- 
miral Dewey was his great-uncle 
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NOT 
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/WAN 
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WE'LL 

SOON. 

KNOW/ 






GNIN 
PLANES 

FOR 
WEEKS 
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NEW 
MODEL 

HE'S 
WORKING 

ON.' 



HE'S 
TRULY A 

1EFORMEP 
MONARCH.' 
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IP I RNP 
IT, THE 
WHOLE 
PROBLEM , 
IS SOLVED/ 
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THgRff SUB IS.*.. 
0AFFVD/U, THE MOAT 

GLAMOROUS GRAPPLE* 
THAT EVER SLAPPED A HALF- 
NELSON ON A SOR/LLA.' SHS'S 
WEAPED PO** THE CHAMPIONSW/P 

-UP/ -UP.'- ANP'TS 
A<ff, DffKE PARSONS, 

mo pur HSR 
UP THSRB! 
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YES --AND 

/VOW G£ TME 
DOWN, 
AGAIN.' 
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_ youVfNOT 
f L05T AW 04/A/Of , 

I c^ppy.' and we 

have to Climb 

i /nto the ring at 

i the same weight 

as that rowley 

i da/we, or forfeit 

OUR EN£> OP 
THE SATE . 
RtCEIPTS! 



THAT ST6AK 
TDNlSHT-IT 
LOOKED SO 
NICE TQ COMB 
'WOME TO.' 

Soeey, oeke 
but i can't 

. cut my. 

'calokies.' 

.."UNO 

-MATCH-. 

■WE 4NNI Rswif V 

. ton 

fe ^* MP,0NS HIP 
K W TH( wORtp.' 
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HOOPS'. nOM 7HB HAUNTfP 
HILL COUNT**, SMS WE 
*4NOWS WA0/C 7WAT 
WILL MAKE VOU 
LOSE r 

»M vvE.^r/^Auy. 5 , 
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I A4AHYFRACTU»fp 
TH/5 WIPE SRfiW FEOAU 
RECIPE IN THE BACK OP A 
MAGIC BOOK MY PAPPY 
"^LEPTME! TAKE IT, 

i. s „r\MSSVAP*v.to , Pi* 

'AlX HOUPS YOU'LL 
van WEIGHT LIKE 
ANYfUINS-OP- fVW« 
TUINQ -OB. SQiifTHING! 
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JUST AW 

HOUR. TILL 

RINGSIDE 

VME'.~ 
DOWN 

THAT i 

STUFF/ 



THIS'LL DO 

the THICK 

.„ A LEAD 
W&6HT 

IN ONE 
OF YOU* 

SHOES 
TO UOLD 

vou 

VOWN 
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GLU&l ... IT TASTES 
LIKE THE ADVANCE 
WARNING OF AH 
EARTHQUAKE! 
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W£U, MAKE IT 
SNAPPV/...I 
Pf£-L ALL 
UPSET.' 
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NOW GET OH THE SCALES 
AND LETS SEE HOW 
MUCH LESS — *^S-^I I 



™ 



HOUR 



^ATEf^ 
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GET ME. 

OOWNI— 

THAT STUFF 

MUST BE 

WALLOON 
JUICE.'! 
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Z GET Hi THAT 

MAGIC MEDICINE 
MADE YOU LOSE 

ALL SOUR , 
WEIGHT:.* 

GEE-E. 1 
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AHP #OW FOR THE FEATL&B BOUT 

OF THE EVENING! - FOR THE YtiDMBH* 

WRESTLING TfTLE OF TUB WORLD! «. -* 

TWO FEMINIHE FUUtES WILL MEET 

IN A FINISH FRACA$!„PAFFY VILL 

VERSUS ROSE ANNE ROWLEY/ 



w*SSi 



LETS MAKE 
IT QUICK, DEARIE, 

I LEFT A PIE 
IN THE OVEN 
AT HOME! 



ALL RIGHT! 
GRAB HOLD- 
BUT DON'T 

MUSS tAY, 

hair-do! 









I DECLARE, , 

BRIGHT EYES! 
-YOU'RE AS 
EASY TO KNOCK 
DOWN AS 

A feather! 
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NO thus we LEAVE 

PAPPY SOAKING 
SKYWARO WHILE, IN 
A LOPTY PBNTHOUSB 
ATOP TUB CITY'S 
TAUeST BUILDING — 
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HOODOO 
HOOPS .' 
GIVE ME 
BACK MY 

weight! 
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THAT 
DAME'S 
OVKHEACD 

US! we 

GOTTA 
GET WD, 

OP HER.' 



SHAME ON YOU- 
WASTING YOUR TIMS 

WITH GANGSTERS/ 
--WHILE I'M IN 

TH/S TERRIBLE 
DANGER! 



■■'";,:„ 



^ 



WANTA 
GlTRlDOF 
HER.PODNCR? 

GIT MB A 
SAW/ 

QUICk 1 .' 



SMART BOY. 

HOODOO.'- SMEU. 

PLY CLEAR AWAY, 

HUH7 

I NEVEZ 

THOUGHT A 
LOW-DOWN 
TRICK WOULD 
PUT /ME SO ■* 

HIGH 
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--SNAPPING 

ME CLEAR 
AROUND AND 

INTO THIS 
WINDOW.' 
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OK AV! 

down you Hi 

GO! ^i 




UB'S ONE OF 
A PENTHOUSE 
GANG OF CRDOXSi 
I WMW THEM 
PLOTTING 
A JOB! 
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OOPS! ... OOPS! 

I'M ■ 
FALLING. 1 
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(T WAS THE 

Exeec/sE 

WHAT DONE IT.' 
SHE'S W08KEP 
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WANT TO 
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OFF THE EFFECT / AfAGfC 
OF *Y MAGIC ! ^f^HWSS 
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COME 
DOWN TO 
THE 

Station 

housej 

you'll 

(SETA j 

REWARD! 
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REWABD? 
I ALWAYS £VG> 

TH/NK YOU WE'RE 
THE ONLY (?//?L 
IN THE WORLD 
FOR M£.' 



you say 

SUCH SWEET 
THINGS, 
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THE AIOONLJSHT- 
THEN/SHT-ANO YOU 
SO NEAR -ITS 

LOVE . 
MAGIC/ 



WHAT'S 
THAT YOU 
SAID A&OUT 

MAGIC! 
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WHY... I. ..I 
ONLY SAIO-' 
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DON'T SAY MAGld, 
I HATC THAT WORD! 

I tf AT5 /T/ 
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lookit! 

MEN IS SO 
SCARCE, 
WOMEN HAVE 

TD CHASE 

CM.' 
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^A VAFFIER ADVENTURE STILL, Off PARING 

DAFFV DILL will give you more laughs, 

IN NEXT MONTH'S SMASU COMICS.' 
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ALWAYS LOOK ON 
THE FUNNY SIDE, 
QWNOPOUS.' 

THOSE WHO 
NEVER SEE A 

JOKE OUGHT TO 
LOOK IN A 
MIRROR — 
THEYRE OFTEN 

THE BIGGEST 
OF JOKES , 

THEMSELVES.' 
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HB LAUGHS, 

r \ BUT THE UNDERWORLD 

I CERTAINLY VOeSHT LAUGH 
I WITH HIM! 

) J CHUCK' LANE, SERious- 

l\ MINDED YOUNG COP, 
SWAPS HS BLUE 
UNIFORM IN ODD 

qke JBSTBR 



"AND THB 

LAUGHS ARE 

ALL ON HIS 
SIDE OP 

THE BATTLE 
AGAINST 

CRIME! 



igu** 8 



WE'RE ONLY 
TRYING TO HELP 



we know that your 
daughter louise was 
Kidnapped, and we want 

TO CATCH AND PUNISH _y Qirr 
THB KIDNAPPERS! JfcAMETO 

__ 'ASK YOU TO, 
r ^^&Wn STAY OUT OF IT.' 

THE RANSOM NOTE 

SAID THAT, IP I 

APPEALED TO THE 

POLICE, LOUISE 

WOULD BE 

KILLED.' 



J REFUSE TO MAKE 
CHARGES! I'LL DO 
THIS THING TH»R WAY- 
PAY ANY AMOUNT, AGKEE 
TO ANY TERMS — TO 
»ET MY DAUGHTER 
BACK! 



IMW 1 



HE WON'T LET X MAYBE 
US HELP HIM ! \ SOMEONE 
I WISH WHO ISN'T 

THERE WEREN'T J TIB f BY 
$n MANY /REGULATIONS 

^POUCe AON SETTLE 

REGULATIONS! ) "THOSE 

THEN. J KIDNAPPERS! 

MAYBff— 
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^dt&l.., MILES RETURNS 
TO HIS HOME... 



I TOLD THEM -\ ONCE MORE, 
WHAT WE AGREED, j WHAT DOBS 
DEAR... THAT WE /IT SAS ABOUT 
ABIDE BV THE < OUR DAUGHTER 
TERMS OF THE, 
RANSOM NOTE/ 






KlFONLS TtfEVflXW'T GIVE UP? 
_ HURRS AND GET ) MR. MILES! ... 
|> IN TOUCH WITH MASBE SOUR 
' US'. I'LL GO yPAUOHTER WILL 
CRAHWITH J ESCAPE-SOUR A 
GRIEF- ^/MONES WILL BE ^ 

SAVED -AND THOSE 
KIDNAPPING RATS WILL 

GET WHAT THES . 
REALLY DESERVE/ 
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LOOK, DEAR.' 
HE'S DRESSED 



} AS A "A;. 
( JBSTBR it 




BECAUSE J , 
AM A JESTER! 

BUT THE 
UNDERWORLD 
SELDOM SEES 
THE JOKE! 



THIS IS THE \ IT'S AIL VERS 
KIND OF CASE J \ WELL FOR SOU 
LOVE TO SOLVE 1 . \ TO LAUGH, , 
THE TOUGHER MR. JESTER! 

THE CROOK, THE / BUT PARDON ME 
BETTER I LIKE / FROM JOINING 
TO SOFTEN /SOU! IT'S MS 
HIM UP! ^DAUGHTER WHO'S 

IN DANGER! 
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I KNOW HOW SOU 
FEEL, SIR! AND DON'T 
7HINK I'M MAKING 
FUN OF SOU OR, THIS 
SITUATION! KIDNAPPING 
IS ONE OF THE MOST , 
VREADFUL OF CRIMES. 1 
I'M HERE TO HELP 
SOU! 
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Hl'SA, MILESS! SHRIMP TWIST'S 
MS NAME -GOT A LETTER AND A 
TEN-DOLLAR BILL TOQAS! SEEMS 
LIKE I'M THE GUS WHO'S GOING 
TO BE GO-BETWEEN WITH 
SOUR KIP'S KIDNAPPER' 
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IF YOU'RE \ CUT IT OUT, 
RESPONSIBLE \MILESY! I'M JUST 
FOR THIS A RIGHT GUY THEY 
O UTRAGE , /CONTACTED, SEE ? 
I'LL— / I'M NOT ON 
n v EITHER SIDE 
FK OF THIS! 
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HERE'S THE LAYOUT! YOU'RE 
TO GET HOLD OF THE 
DOUGH, IN UHMARKEU _^ t 

BILLS! AT MIDNIGHT, \uNDERSTANDi 
W£ GO OUT TOGETHER, } SORRY I j. 

mO VM TO LEAD YOU TO / L QST MY ^f 
THE PAY-OFF PLACE- TEMPER 1 . 

BUT I'M NOT TO TELL / WE'u BOTH 
YOU WHERE WE'RE /ABIDE BY , 
GOIUG UNTIL WE ^THOSE RULES 
GIT THERU 



THE 
MONEY'S 
ALZEADV 

drawn! 
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HANG QNTO 
IT, THEN J 

SEE YOU AT 

MlDhllGHT, 

SHARP! , 
G'BYE, MILESY! 
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fflHILE, WAITING !N THE BACK OF THS HOUSB... 
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TELL ME, 
MlGGINS! DON'T 
YOU BYER CRACK 

A SMILE? 



ASKING YOUR PARDON, SIR... m 
IT IS MY PLACE TO WEEP A <t 
DIGNIFIED EXPRESSION, SIR., 
THERE'S THE BELL... MR. MILES 
MUST BE RINGING FOR ME, 
SIR ■■ THANK YOU, SIR.' 
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THAT WAS THE 
GO-BETWEEN! I'M 

TO GO WITH HIM AT 
MIDNIGHT -• I DONT 
KNOW VYHERE! 



I HEARD MOST OF If 
IT, MR. MILES! ... 
AND I WAVE PLANS }3 
OF MV OWN ! 
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REMEMBER ONE THING, MR. MILES/ 
THEY PROMISE TO GlYi YOUR 

DAUGHTER BACK - BUT THEY 

MAV THINK IT SAFE TO HILL 

H£R WHEN THE RANSOM'S /f)fr -, 

PAID! I'D LIKE TO Jj* JESTER' 

FORESTALL THAT, AND JZflfJ^c 

HERE'S MY PLAN ... / T gf N |^ S 
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LISTEN CLOSELY, 
MILES! THE JESTER 
WAS SEEN ENTERING YOUR 
HOUSE A LITTLE WHILE AGO.' 
GET HIM OUT OF THIS CASE 
AT ONCE, OR GOODBYE 
TO YOUR DAUGHTER! 
THAT'S ALL! 




JESTER •- I'M 
SORRY, BUT- 

WHERE DID 
HB GO? 




OUT THE 

window! 

HE SAID 

SOMETHING 

ABOUT NOT HAYING 

TIME FOR YOU TO 

FINISH , 

PHONING! 
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SMASH COMI 



CtyRMP TWIST WENDS VIS WAV TO T« 

WsuiMsmtmzE he lives — -—* 

mmr ■ RANGBKOP THE: 



SmSTB* 



t f * 



I KNOW SHRIMP'S 

RECORO! HE'S NOT THE BRAINS 
OF WIS PLOT -NOT EVEN WE 
SECOND-IN-COMMAND.' PROBABLV 
ONLV A STOOGE! BUT STOO0BS 

CAN LEAD THE WAV! 
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DOUBLE LOCK.. THAT'S 
IT! THIS BIG-TIME 
STUFF MAKES ME 
NERVOUS! I'M GONNA 
STICK TO PICKIN 1 
POCKETS AN' KNIFE- 
WORK AFTER 
7HW 



THE 

JESTER! 



HOW 

cot/. 

SHRIMP! 
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right! AND 

WE'RE LOCKED 

IN HERE 
TOGETHER. 

AREN'T 

war 

[bum© waiter. 



okav, jester! 
those loud colors 
make a swell 
target for a 
knife-thrower! 
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HERB'S A 

COMMANDO 

TRICK I LEARNED 

FROM MY FRIEND 

MIDNIGHT! 
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OKAY, WOW.' WHAT'S I DON'T 
THE PLAN FOR THIS J)ARE! THE 
RANSOM PAYMENT? / KIDNAP 
START TALKING, / GUY IS 
OR— . jypURE POISON ! 

HE'D KILL ME IF 
■I SAID A 



Epgisi,..,^ 



woz& J 



/ 
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AND JU HALF 
KILL YOU IF YOU 
DON'T.' BUT, IF 
YOU TALK , I'LL 
CATCH THAT 
KIDNAPPER, 
AND YOU'VE 



NOTHING. 
TO FEAR/ 



r 



I CAN'T TELL YOU 
ANYTHING THAT WILL 

\traphim! ... r'/u 

TO TAKE MILES ON 
THE VYALLINGFORD 

TRAIN AT 
ONE AM.— 
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WE" R/DE ON THE 
RIGHT SIDB ... WATCH 

FOR A RED FLASH 
SIGNAL BY THE TRACK 
... THEN THROW OUT 
THE PACKAGE! NO 
WAY TO STOP THE 
TRAIN AND GRAB 
HIM! 
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WHO SA/D ANYTHING 
ABOUT STOPPING TRAINS? 

SO LONG, SHRIMP! - 

AND YOU'P BETTER 

GO STRAIGHT BEFORE 

THE POLICE CATCH 

UP WITH YOL±! 
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W£S GONE/ 

A ,V2 I HOPE J 

NEVEP. SEE H/M 

COMING 

BACK.' 
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YOU DON'T 
SEEM AS CHEERFUL 

AS YOU WERE 
AT AW HOUSE! 
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/WAY0E I 

GOT THINGS 
l ON MV MIND, 

bVLESY! 
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iOOKITi 

THE RED FLASH 
SIGNAL. 1 ... 
QU/Ck 1 .' THROW 
THE CASH.' 



SB® 
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to 



YES.., 

once! 
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there/ a hundred, 

thousand dollars! 

... now, send my 

daughter back!! 
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THAT FOOL/ DOES HE 
THINK I'LL LET THE G/RL 
GO TO LEAP A SEARCH 
AFTER. ME1 NOW THAT 
I HAVE THE flONEV, SHEiS 
NO MORE USE/ -I'LL 
FINISH HER AT ONCE! 
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IBQDff- NOT ONLY A PACKAGE OF 
MONEY IS HURLED FROM 
THE TRAIN J 



JUST LIKE 
A MAIL 
BAG! 



fc«LV< 
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/P" HE REACHES THE 

MOTORCYCLE, HE'LL BE 

GONE J QUINOPOUS, 

OLD BOY, IT'S UP 
TO YOU/ 



£?NP QUINOPOUS HAS NEVER 

FAILED YET! STRIKING THE 

PACKAGE WITH THE FORCE OF 

A BULLET, HE BURSTS THE 

CORDS AND SCATTERS THE 

PAPER BILLS THROUGH 
THE DARKNESS! j- 






MONEY/ 
LOST.' 1 
MUST GET IT 

AGAIN / 
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I THOUGHT 

THAT WOULD 
SLOW YOU 

DOWN.' 

And now... 



!mj 
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MIGGINS! 

THE 

Mites' 

BUTLER/ 
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I SURRENDER! 
I'LL LEAD YOU TO MV 
SHACK WHERE THE 
G/RL IS HELD.' DONT 

HIT ME AGAIN! 



SMASH COMICS 



WERE SHE 
IS! -UNHARMED ! 
BUT HOW END 
YOU TRACK 



wait! i'm going to , 

CALL PETECTJVE MeGlNTY,' 
WE'll WAVE PLENTY OF QUESTIONS 
TO ASH -SO START THINKING 
Of THE ANSWERS.' 
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you ARE 

REALLY THE 
HOW THRILLING/ 
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I WAS A LONE-HAND 
CRIMINAL IN LONDON! 
MADE A JOLLY GOOD 
THING OP /T FOR YEARS 
, -BUT SCOTLAND YARD 
GOT TOO CLOSE TO ME, YOU 
KNOW.' SO J CAME HERE 
AND TOOK A JOB AS 
BUTLER TO PLAN A 
ROBBERS OF MR, MILK ! 



BUT HE DIDN'T KEEP 

ANY GREAT SUMS 

AT HOME, SOI 

PLANNED THE 

KIDNAPPING 

AND — 



<T 



-AND IT LANDED 

yOU RIGHT IN , 

THE SNEEZER! 

HERE COMES 

MILES NOW.'- 



'Ilk 



1 L 



THANK HEAVEN.' YOU'RE 
SAFE! I'M HAPPY, EVEN 
THOUGH THE MONEY WAS 
LOST IN THE NIGHT, 
TO TRAP THE _ 
CRIMINAL— /~WAITA 

MOMENT, . 

MR. miles! 
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I TOOK CARE OP 
THAT/ I SNEAKED 
AWAY THE REAL MONEY 

AT YOUR HOME, AND LEFT 
A PACKAGE OF COUNTER- 
FEIT! HERB'S YOUR 
MONEY/ GOODBYE/ 
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LOOK AT 
THOSE FOLKS SMILE'. 
THE JESTER'S A GREAT 
TEACHER OF, 
HAPPINESS! 



SO THEY 

TELL ME, f 

MeGlNTY/ 






ill 
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BOYS! BE THE FIRST ONE IN YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD TO OWN A "KRAK-A-JAP" 

What a thrill you will get when you actually 

own and use the new Commando Krak-A- 

Jap Machine Gun The gang will be green with envy 

if you are the first one in your neighborhood to get 

a Krak-A-Jap Commando Machine Gun and the 

FREE 5-Power Telescope. 

You needn't send a single penny Have Dad or Mother 
fill out and mail the "no risk" coupon When your 
Krak-A-Jap and Free. Telescope arrive, just pay the 
postman SI. 98 plus a few pennies postage and c.o.d. 
charges. 11 the Krak-A-Jap isn't more fun than a 
"barrel of monkeys." just return it within 10 days 
and we will refund your money" in full Don't forget, 
if you RUSH your order at once, we send you the 
big 5-Power Telescope absolutely FREE 



ituwyfelhs! Rush This (hupon 



How would you like to play "WAR" with your very 
own Krak-A-Jap Machine Gun? So completely docs 
it resemble the real machine gun used by our Com- 
mandos, that you will get a thrill when you get it 
in your hands. You will be positively amazed when 
you hear its loud machine gun noise that can be 
heard for hundreds of feet. 

The Krak-A-Jap is made of wood and non-critical 
material and it's built to stand up and take plenty 
of hard knocks. It measures over 27 inches from 
the handle to the tip of the gun and it is painted in true army camouflage 
colors throughout. It's loads of fun — makes a noise like a real battle is 
going on— but it's absolutely SAFE and HARMLESS. Rush your order 
today while our limited supply lasts. 



To Get Your COMMANDO 
Machine Gun and FREE Telescope 



ILLINOIS MERCHANDISE MART 

GOO X Dearborn St., Chicago. HI. Dtpt. 1703-A 

Gentlemen? I enclose my check or money order for $1.98* Please rush me the 
new Commando Krak-A-Jap Machine Gun with the understanding that if I am 
not fully satisfied with it, 1 may return it in 10 days and gel my money back. 
You are to Include absolutely FKKE the 5-Power Telescope described above. 



Name 



Address _ 






State. 



D Please ship the Krak-A-Jap Machine Gun and Free Telescope c.o.d. I will 
pay the postman Si iW phis postage and c.o.d. charges. 

n Please send me 2 Krak-A-Jap Machine Guns and 2 Free Telescopes at the special 
price of S3 79 in saving of 17c) 



AMAZING GIFT OFFER TO COMIC READERS! 



Get ThisWorld-Famous 512 



Encyclopedia volume f. 



FULL LIBRARY- SIZE 

— each volume equal to 
5 ordinary books— 
over 250.000 word* 
— t W inches 
thick — 512 
double -col- 
umned 
oozes' 
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YOUR 

BOOK IS 

LARGER 

THAN 

SHOWN 

HERE! 

Qound fn 
handsome ond 
durable cloth, 
stamped and 
gilded, these 
volumes are built 1 
for lotting beoulyl 



NEW 
STAKDAl® 



/' One o f the World's Gre atest 

FUNK & WAGNALLS 

New Stan dard En cyclopedia 

25 SUPERB VOLUMES -NEW 1943 EDITION 
60,000 Articles -2,000 ILLUSTRATIONS 

Authoritative! Complete! 
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-AND A 
3< STAMP 



Yes* this world-famous encyclopedia volume is an OUT* 
RIGHT GIFT to you — because all you pay is the cost of mailing ! 
Why do we make so astonishing an offer? Because we want every 
family in America to SEE and READ the magnificent Funk & Wagnalls 
"encyclopedia - to convince them that it is one of the world's greatest encyclo- 
pedias, one of the finest ever sold at ANY price! 

Compare your free volume with a similar volume of sets selling at $100 or more. 
Then seize this almost incredible opportunity — which entitles you to receive, if you 
wish, the rest of the big, 25-volume set at a price so low as to be ALMOST A GIFT! 
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LATEST 1943 ILLUSTRATED EDITION 



Teachers, critics, scholars everywhere hove long 
recognized the unique quality of the Funk & 
Wagnalls New Standard Encyclopedia. Originally 
prepared and edited by the distinguished Editor- 
in-Chief Frank H Vizetelly - aided by a large staff 
of encyclopedists, experts, and authorities in every 
field - this tremendous encyclopedia covers over 
SIXTY THOUSAND SUBJECTS of the world's 
knowledge* 

COMPARE THIS ALMOST INCREDIBLE 
COVERAGE WITH THAT OF ANY ENCYCLO- 
PEDIA IN THE WORLD You will find it is equal 
to. or surpasses those for which you are asked to 
pay a small fortune! 

Then read your gift volume and 'see how crisp 
and compact is the treatment of every topic, how 
clear and understandable is every article, how fas- 
cinating the style of writing. Even your children at 
school, of every age, can use this superb encyclo- 
pedia. And you too will find whatever you need to 
know, whether in the field of Geography. History. 
Science* Religion. Arts, Industry, Finance, Bio- 
graphy - or any of thousands of other special 
subjects. These wonderful volumes will he not 
only your unfailing guide to the knowledge of the 
world, but also a source of mental growth and in- 
spiration almost unequalled in the world of books. 

24 MORE VOLUMES -ALMOST A GIFT! 

All these things you will see for yourself as you read 
the first volume of the huge 25-volume set And o/ 
course this volume belongs to you whether or not you 
wish to own the rest o/ the set 

You will examine the binding - note the excellent 
quality of cloth, paper, printing, illustration. You may 
feel then that you would like to own the complete set. 
And if you do, you may have the other volumes at an 
almost unbelievably low price ~a price to small 'hot 



this offer becomes a true opportunity of a lifetime for 
every reader! 

SPECIAL DELUXE EDITION IF YOU DESIRE 

For those who desire especial richness of binding for 
their home library, we have prepared a SPECIAL 
DELUXE ►EDITION of rare dignity and beauty, in 
addition to the REGULAR ED ITION describe d 

The binding is of an expensive leather-grained ma- 
terial, with page tops tinted in a harmonious shade, 
and with covers stamped and embossed in contrasting 
colors, lavishly gilded. Format, title panels, and end- 
papers have been designed by an outstanding artist in 
the field, with the effect of lending extreme dignity and 
richness to the set. 

YOU MAY HAVE YOUR GIFT VOLUME IN 
EITHER REGULAR OR DELUXE EDITION. But 
remember, the other volumes will cost you somewhat 
more in Deluxe Edition, since the deluxe binding is 
more expensive {although the contents in each edition 
is exactly the same) 

HOW YOU GET YOUR GIFT BOOK 

Mail the coupon below enclosing 7f ond a It stamp 
(or lOt 1 in coin). This is to cover the cost of mailing 
the book to you The book itself is FREE - our gift to 
you to enable you to decide whether or not you want 
to receive the rest of the set. PLEASE DO NOT FAIL 
TO CHECK AT BOTTOM OF COUPON THE 
EDITION YOU DESIRE. 

By return moil we send you your gift Volume One 
end ot the same time we reserve in your name the re- 
maining 24 volumes of the set -entitling you to 
receive the volumes as they come off the presses. You 
can cancel this reservation if you wish, after you re- 
ceive and examine your gift book. But if you decide 
not to cancel the reservation, you receive the remainder 
of the set at the rate of one book each week t paying 
the postman the almost incredibly low price of only 
89(* for each volume in Regular Edition (or SL39 in 
Deluxe Edition), plus a small mailing charge - and 
no more! 

But remember, our stock on hand ts STRICTLY 
LIMITED Send in the Gift Coupon TODAY, be- 
fore it i% too late! 
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COMIC* READERS' ENCYCLOPEDIA GIFT COUPON 
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UNICORN PRESS, Aut horned Pubtithers j~ Enclofe lt , nH , 3, tUnip (or tor m coli 
t76 Johnson Street Brooklyn, New York L to cover mailing cost 

Please send me my gift Volume One of the 1943 FUNK fc WAGNALLS NEW STANDARD 
ENCYCLOPEDIA in the edition checked below I enclose 10<- coin (or stamps) to cover mailing 
cost on my gift book. Please also reserve the balance of n set in my name After I examine my 
gift Volume One, I can cancel this reservation; othetwiie you may send me the rest of the set 
at the rate of a volume a week, and I will pay the poitman CO.D. the almost incredibly low 
price of only 89# per volume for REGULAR EDITION for $1,39 (or DELUXE EDITION), 
plus small mailing cost - and NO MORE! VOLUME ONE IS MINE TO KEEP IN ANY CASE 
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Copyright IW3h 
Unicorn Prcsa, 
Brooklyn, N.Y 
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and Stale „ - , 

CHECK WHICH EDITION YOU DESIRE O REGULAR D DELUXE 
IMPORTANT: V f* v* u*r 21 jtvt at *«• ifcii appUoti** uit be Med ii fcy i*u »*r*«t ot *o»rtiu. 



